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CALL FOR PHD APPLICATIONS 2026International PhD Program in 
Digital Public Health

Call for applications 2026

Digital Public Health Graduate Program


Context

The Digital Public Health Graduate Program (DPH) has been conceived in the context of the Bordeaux Population Health research centre (BPH) and the Bordeaux School of Public Health (ISPED) and funded by the third French Investment for the Future program (Programme Investissement d’Avenir PIA3). The project relies on numerous academic and industrial partners involved in digital public health.


Program

The PhD program in Digital Public Health promotes interdisciplinary training including module-based-coursework. These modules have the form of interactive lectures, practical seminars, workshops and Summer/Winter School classes. They are organized by the Doctoral Schools or specifically by the Digital Public Health Graduate Program or in other contexts. Specific modules will mainly focus on epidemiology, statistics and informatics for population health. Other modules will be about any areas such as communication, health economics, law, sociology, etc. applied to digital health. The offer of PhD modules will be renewed each year, which will also offer training across different subject areas and related doctoral program (modules on writing scientific papers, developing leadership skills, improve oral skills, etc.). 

PhD candidates are expected to defend their thesis by the end of the third year. Thesis work can be conducted in an academic research unit or a company (PhD CIFRE[footnoteRef:1]).  [1:  For more information on the CIFRE PhD, please visit https://www.anrt.asso.fr/fr/le-dispositif-cifre-7844
] 



Candidate profile for 3 to 12 months funding (thesis extension)

PhD students who are already included in the DPH program (every PhD student conducting their research in the BPH lab), can apply to this call for a 3-12 months extension of their PhD grant to finalise their work until the thesis defense. The application should clearly describe the work already done, including published/submitted papers and presentations in conferences. A precise agenda of the work to be done in the extended period should also be provided.




How to apply

Complete applications to this call must be submitted electronically to the Digital Public Health Graduate Program (contact: dph@u-bordeaux.fr) by the 1st of June
Please note that inadmissible or incomplete applications will not be transmitted to the selection committee.

The application must include the following documents:

	Document
	Size
	Must include / Comments
	Name of the file

	Application form
	
	The file must be renamed with the applicant’s name and converted in pdf format. Incomplete applications
will not be considered
	UB_DPH2025_NAME.Surname_Application



Selection criteria

Applicants will be evaluated based on the following criteria:
· Assessment of whether the candidate can finish their PhD within the requested timeframe.
· Evaluation of the quality of the research and its potential impact.
· Assessment of the candidate’s professional proactivity and the transition to post-PhD employment.
· Submitted papers and presentations in conferences.

Notification of selection

The final official notification of grant allowance will be sent by e-mail on the 17th of June 2026. 


Tuition fee

Successful applicants will be expected to register at the University of Bordeaux. Acceptance into the program implies the payment of the university tuition fees.

Fees for an academic year include:
· Around 400€ for university fees at the University of Bordeaux
· 100€ for the mandatory contribution to student life facilities
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